
Key Vocabulary 

habitat
A place where 
something lives. 

environment
The environment is 
made up of a range of 
habitats. 

positive 
impact

This is when a change 
in an environment is 
helpful for the living 
things there. 

negative 
impact

This is when changes 
in an environment 
are harmful to the 
living things there. 

classification 
key

A set of questions 
used to identify 
something. 

Identifying Living Things 

Scientists use classification keys to identify and sort 
living things. 

Grouping Living Things 

Living things can be grouped into: 

flowering 
plants

non-
flowering 

plants
animals

Animals can be grouped into: 

Vertebrates 
(animals with 
backbones):

Invertebrates 
(animals with 
no backbone): 

mammals insects

amphibians worms

reptiles spiders

birds snails 
and slugs

fish

FloodingSeasonal changes Drought Creating nature reservesPollution Deforestation 

Changes in the 
environment can be 
natural or caused by 

humans. 

Links to Real Life

We can use classification keys and ID charts to identify 
the living things in our local environment.

Natural changes: Man-made changes: 


