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All About Us

We are committed to providing the highest level of care, learning and development.
The Nursery registered with Ofsted in May 2011, and opened its doors in June 2011.

Somerset Bridge Nursery is attached to Somerset Bridge Primary School - which moved from its
old Victorian buildings to a brand new, purpose built building in September 2010. The school is
situated on the new Stockmoor housing development on the outskirts of Bridgwater. The Nursery
was formerly known as Forget-Me-Not Nursery until the summer 2018 when it was decided to
change the name to become more consistent with the school.

The Nursery is registered for children between 2 and 4 years old. The Nursery has its own
entrance and garden with two large play rooms one for our 2-3 year olds and one for our 3-4 year
old pre-school area. We also have a quiet room for story time and nap time, and a kitchen area
with a snack bar.

We provide a wide range of resources and activities covering the Early Years Foundation Stage
Framework including:

e Sand and water play

e Role play and music

e Small world and construction

e Reading corner

e Mark making

o Collage, painting and messy play

e Games and puzzles

e Cooking and much more!

We have a large garden with a grassed area, decked area, a mud kitchen and vegetable plots.
The garden is fenced and secure, and is located in front of the main building. We operate a ‘free-
flow’ system, giving children access to a sheltered outdoor provision regardless of the weather.
Our garden consists of nature garden, mud kitchen, creative station and a sand and water area.

Somerset Bridge Nursery has a well equipped kitchen and we provide healthy and nutritious
snacks. Children attending all day or for the afternoon session will need to either bring their own
packed lunch or order a hot meal to eat together in the nursery.

We take children on a full time or part time basis, and are flexible in meeting the needs of our
children and families.

We look forward to working in partnership with you to ensure that your child has an inspiring
start on their ‘learning journey’.



Our staff structure

The nursery is linked with the EYFS Unit within the school.

Head Teacher
EYFS Phase Leader
EYFS Teachers
Nursery Manager
Nursery Practitioners

Nursery Administrator

Please see the Nursery website for further information

Key Person

Each child is allocated a key person with whom you can communicate on a regular basis; sharing
information about the activities your child has been taking part in and the exciting progress they
have made. We hope you will also share with us important changes and any other relevant
information to assist us in continuing to provide the best possible environment to meet your
child’s needs.



Our Aims

Meeting the individual needs of your child with regard to his or her learning and development

We listen to your child and respect them as an individual with unique competences and po-
tential.

We enable your child to learn from first hand experiences.
We support your child to experience risk and challenge.

We celebrate successes and aim to build a solid foundation for your child’s life long learning.

Offering an inclusive community for you and your child which recognises the importance of
positive relationships

We encourage a culture of respect for each other, for all families, and for all children.

We allocate each child a key person to build strong, positive relationships with you as a parent
or carer.

We empower you as a parent or carer to be an active participant in your child’s development
and learning.

Creating and maintaining a physical environment which is stimulating and engaging for your
child’s play

We offer a wide range of age appropriate resources that your child can access independently.
We provide the opportunity for your child to enjoy a free flow environment from inside to
outside.

Your child’s key person will spend time getting to know your child so that we can plan for and
provide for their individual and unique interests.




Opening Hours

Our Nursery is open Monday - Friday, term time only. This falls in line with the School’s term dates and
INSET days. We offer families 3 sessions, as follows:

Morning Session: 9am till 12pm
Afternoon Session 12pm till 3pm
Full day Session 9am till 3pm

Children can access their Universal Early Years Entitlement funding at our setting and we also accept the
Supported Families Funding and Working Families Funding, for those that are eligible.

The Curriculum - what will my child be doing?

Within our Nursery all children are supported in developing their potential at their own pace. We follow
the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, and our key person system enables us to ensure plans are
personalised to meet the needs of each individual child. We provide developmentally appropriate play
activities and a high level of adult input to offer children a wide range of opportunities to enable them to
reach their full potential and confidently progress onto their next stage of learning.

Young children learn and develop through play and first hand experiences, supported by a trusted and
caring adult. We observe children and identify their interests and developmental stages. We then plan
an environment which offers activities and opportunities for them to explore and investigate through
play, which is fun, spontaneous and child led.

The team uses information gathered from both observations and working in partnership with parents and
carers to assess and identify the interests and needs of all of the children. Each child will have a plan for
their ‘next steps’ in learning so that we can ensure that we challenge and offer new and interesting
experiences to support their development.

Here are some opportunities which are provided on a daily basis for children:

sand — water — play dough - sensory experiences - — mark making - collage —
- puzzles and games — small world — role play — construction — investigation and exploration of
shells, insects, pebbles, cameras, animals — sharing books and stories — music, singing and dance -
- planting and growing - and much more!

We recognise that parents and carers are the child’s first and most enduring educators. All of the nursery
team see themselves as partners with parents supporting each other to achieve a common aim - helping
you to provide care and education for your child.




09:00—09:10
09:10—09:30
09:30—10:00
10:00—11:00
11:00—11:30
11:30—11:45
11:45—12:00
12:00 noon
12:00—12:45
12:45—13:15
13:15—13:30
13:30—14:00
14:00—14:30
14:30—14:45
14:45—15:00
15:00

A Typical Day

Children arrive

Circle time

Outside play

Snack time/Key group/Intimate care
Free flow

Tidy up time

Circle time

Morning children leave and afternoon children arrive
Lunchtime

Outside play

Circle time

Key group/Milk time/Intimate care
Free flow

Tidy up time

Circle time

Children go home

Routines are flexible to accommodate the individual needs of the children.




Registering and settling your child into nursery

We admit new children on a termly basis (see admission policy). If a place is available for your
child, we will arrange a taster session where they will come into the nursery and play for up to an
hour, whist you complete the registration paperwork. This visit will help your child to become
familiar with the nursery environment and the adults they will meet. It also gives you an
opportunity to tell us as much as you can about your child’s needs, routines, health, food and
favourite play activities. You will also be asked to provide personal details of emergency contacts
and other information which we legally require. We will explain all our policies and procedures
which we have in place to keep your child safe and happy while they are with us. We ask that you
let us know as soon as any of the information on your child’s registration form changes (phone
numbers etc.), as it is important that we are able to reach

you at all times.

Children settle at different rates, so we will work very closely
with you to develop a plan tailor made for you and your
child’s individual needs. This can be very flexible and will
ensure a gradual build up to staying for a full session if
necessary.

If you are anxious about leaving your child, or think the transition may be difficult, please talk to
your key person or nursery manager. We have several methods of supporting children through
this period and wish to work with you to find the most effective way.

Attendance

At Somerset Bridge Nursery, we believe good attendance is essential if children are to be settled
and take full advantage of the learning and development opportunities available to them. At a
young age, continuity and consistency are important contributors to a child’s well-being a
progress.

We understand that young children in their first educational setting are likely to develop some
illnesses whilst they are with us, especially as their immune system develops. However, if they do
not have an illness which requires them to stay away from the setting (they do not have a
temperature and are only displaying mild symptoms), we would encourage them to return as
soon as possible.

We are proud of our strong relationship with our families and we always aim to support Parent/
Carers to address any attendance concerns.



Admissions

Somerset Bridge Nursery is accessible to all children and
families within our local and wider community.

The criteria of a place selection is set out in our admissions policy which can be found on our
website and numbers are regulated to maintain the legally required ratio of adults to children.

Please note — having a place at the nursery does not guarantee a place at the school.

Fees

All children in England receive 570 EYE per year. This is usually taken as 15 hours a week for 38
weeks of the year. You can access this from the term after your child’s 3rd birthday.

You may be entitled to up to 30 hours funded childcare. If you are eligible for the extra hours,
you can apply online to receive an eligibility code to give to Nursery. You will get the extra 15
hours the term after applying. For more information please visit the Best Start in Life website:
https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/childcare-early-years-education

Inclusion

We are an inclusive setting and welcome all children.

The number of adults present in the Nursery enables us to
provide adequate attention for each child. Children are able
to progress at their own rate in all areas of development, and
this is true for children with and without special needs or
disabilities. We are experienced and committed to working in
partnership with a diverse range of professionals.

If you do have concerns about your child’s needs or development, please speak to your key per-
son. We understand that although it is difficult to discuss worries about your child; by sharing
concerns we can support each other. Please do talk to us about your concerns as this will help us
to do the best for your child.

English as an Additional Language - EAL

We welcome children who are learning to speak English in addition to their own language. Our
environment, activities and resources value children’s home languages, and naturally support the
formation of language. We can further support children through signs and visual aids so that all
children can maximise on the experiences offered here at the nursery.
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We welcome the opportunity to show you
around our nursery and share what we can
offer you and your child.

YTTY

Somerset Bridge Nursery
Aspire - Brave - Care - Collaborate

Please telephone us to arrange a visit:
01278 452095
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